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In this study I will discuss the mechanism of the creation of resilience from disaster and calamity by
telling folk narrative and by listening to it. I will focus on the following five topics: 1. the admission of
cultural diversity; 2. the consciousness of parties not concerned and sharing grief; 3. the acceptance of
unreasonable occurrences; 4. object loss and grief work; and 5. the dialogue with spirituals. Since March 11®
2011, as an educational anthropologist, I have periodically visited several damaged and supported areas
such as Miyako, Otsuchi and Téno in Iwate prefecture, and Tagajo, Ishinomaki, Onagawa and Sendai in
Miyagi prefecture. In these areas I have developed an intimate relationship with the local “Minwa-no-Kai
(folk narrative parties)” and individual people, who have listened to the stories from local people, re-written
stories, and told them to audiences which have included traumatized children. On the other hand, I visited
Scotland and conducted an interview with Dr. Donald Smith, head of the Scottish Storytelling Centre,
concerning the activities of the Centre and his opinions on the philosophy of narrating, in June 2016. These
various fieldworks decisively influence the contents and the color of this paper. Undoubtedly, the conclusion
of this paper is not the final answer but merely a temporary one. For the achievement of a more convincing
theory on the mechanism of the creation of resilience from disaster and calamity by telling folk narrative
and by listening to it, it will be necessary to undertake interdisciplinary collaboration.
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