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Nursing Students’ Learning Characteristics After Work Experience in
Their Clinical Field Training: Using the Vygotsky Triangle and the Cultural
Psychology of Dynamic Semiosis

ITO Michiko and TSUCHIMOTO Teppei
(Department of Nursing, Faculty of Health Sciences, Kobe Tokiwa University -

Research Organization of Open Innovation and Collaboration, Ritsumeikan University)

This study aims to clarify the practical aspects of the work experience of nursing students that are of
use to them later in their clinical field training. Using the Life Story Interview method, 9 students who had
previous work experience and 9 nurses who had been working for less than 4 years were interviewed.
Apart from asking basic questions, such as about their age, we asked them to identify the parts of their
work experience that were useful/not useful to them in clinical field training. Students with work
experience revealed that their previous experience proved to be useful in pregnancy/childbirth, child-
rearing experience, and geriatric nursing as it requires use of common skills and attitudes. By placing
experience in the position of the sign and tool in the Vygotsky Triangle, the process by which students
with work experience understand nursing and practice nursing on patients are explained in the study.
Students also noticed an additional two points: the need to reflect on their experience and reconstruct it
(They reflected on how they worked and communicated differently in their previous jobs.). This distinction
of their sign can be explained by Valsiner's cultural psychology. It is significant for educators to recognize
that the act of deep reflection is an essential support process for the reconstruction of students' experiences.
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