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Perceiving responsiveness from a dating partner in a case

where intimacy does not increase.

TANTI Chisato*!, HARADA Azusa*!' and MITAMURA Takashi*?

(Graduate School of Human Science, Ritsumeikan University)

This study employed Trajectory Equifinality Modeling to analyze the experiences of an individual who
perceives a lack of intimacy with a dating partner but comes to relate to them, based on an interview with
an adolescent woman who felt that her intimacy with her current dating partner was not increasing. First,
she discussed how she initially held a favorable impression of her partner’s consideration, which involved
avoiding hurting others. However, she also reported feeling a lack of fulfillment due to a lack of
psychological connection and described their relationship as an asymmetrical one in which her partner
shared their concerns, and she provided support. In the second period, her partner did not support her
when her family problems worsened, causing her to feel that they were incompatible. In this period,
although the couple remained psychologically distant, their relationship was maintained. In the third period,
she began to feel happy that her partner cared for, valued, and supported her. In the discussion, we apply
the concept of responsiveness to examine the process by which her experiences developed and discuss the
possible impact of her depression on her relationship.
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