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The Meaning of Employment for Nepalese International Students in Japan
— Changes in Perceptions Brought by the Status of Residence "Specified Skilled
Worker" —

KAWAKUBO Hanayo!’*
(The Japan Foundation, Yangon Japan Cultural Center)

This study examines a former "working international student' from Nepal who, after graduating from a
Japanese language school, gained employment in Japan. It analyzes how perceptions of the residence status
"Specified Skilled Worker" influence the meaning of employment in Japan through the student's experiences
and challenges encountered during the job search process. Using the Trajectory Equifinality Approach
(TEA), this study found that while employment in Japan initially held the purpose of preparing for future
business in Nepal, economic pressures transformed this meaning over time. The "Specified Skilled Worker"
offered a substitute for the original intent, dynamically altering the significance of employment. Perceptions
of the status shifted from a restrictive view—Ilimiting future options—to a more positive one, offering faster
employment with less financial burden. As a result, more students might choose employment under this
status instead of pursuing further education. This shift is largely attributed to a diminished image and
expectations of working in Japan, as anticipated savings after employment did not materialize. Insights
from this study on how "working international students" perceive employment in Japan are expected to
provide valuable perspectives for promoting multicultural coexistence within Japanese society. This case
also illustrates that employment is not the final goal, but a starting point for ongoing choices and
transformations, offering important implications for future career support.
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